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Dear Colleagues, Partners, and Friends,  

In the first three months of 2022, our UNICEF Team in Ghana focused on the country’s key development priorities, in 

particular those impacting the most vulnerable and marginalized children, including adolescents, youth and their families. 

Our work spanned from supporting the COVID-19 and yellow fever immunization campaigns and further arrivals of vaccines 

through the COVAX Facility, to our participation in the Second Global Disability Summit. We also sought to provide solutions 

to digitally connect children and youth across Ghana. During this quarter, we - alongside other UN agencies - supported the 

National Disaster Management Organization (NADMO) in emergency responses, including after the explosion that 

devastated the Appiate community in the Western Region. Our team based in our Field Office in Tamale has also been 

assessing the situation in border areas and strengthening the resilience of institutions and communities,  

These efforts, and many others, could only be achieved through our solid and strategic partnership with you: The 

Government of Ghana, the United Nations System, Development Partners, private sector, civil society, non-governmental 

organizations, academia, the media, youth, and children. This year, UNICEF marks 40 years of operations in Ghana.  

Throughout this time, we have consistently worked with government and partners to reach every child. Over the span of 

the four decades, UNICEF’s priority focus areas have been adjusted. However, our mandate remains consistent: to respect 

and uphold the rights of every child, including adolescents, throughout Ghana.  We are delighted to continue this journey 

in partnership with you.  

We are pleased to share a snapshot of our joint achievements during the first quarter of 2022.  We look forward to our 

ongoing partnership as we strive to work unrelentingly for every child in Ghana.  

In close cooperation with the UN Country Team, UNICEF continues to work with the Government across the sectors to 

respond to the COVID19 pandemic and other critical humanitarian risks, reaching the most vulnerable children and 

adolescents. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

Anne-Claire Dufay 

UNICEF Representative in Ghana  
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Health 

From January to March 2022, UNICEF supported the safe and efficient 

transportation and storage of COVID-19 vaccines donated by the 

Governments of Canada and Japan. The Ministry of Health and the Ghana 

Health Service received the doses.  

Since February 2021, Ghana has received over 30 million vaccines. 

Around 14 million people have received at least one dose and 

approximately 5.8 million a full dose. 

UNICEF continues to support the efforts of the Ghana Health Service as 

it aims to increase the coverage of COVID-19 vaccinations in the country.  

This includes the procurement and installation of cold chain equipment, 

including ultra-cold chain fridges, to store vaccines at very low 

temperatures. More support is needed to strengthen infrastructures, 

especially in the six regions that were established recently. 

After an outbreak of yellow fever in the Savannah Region causing almost 

50 deaths, including children, and 878 cases, UNICEF supported the 

Ghana Health Service to embark on a series of campaigns aimed at 

reaching over 500,000 people in twenty-nine districts in nine regions.  

Thanks to funding from the International Coordinating Group on Vaccine 

Provision and support from UNICEF, yellow fever vaccines were 

provided, social and behaviour change, and advocacy efforts helped to 

increase the number of people vaccinated and reduce the spread. 

UNICEF also provided support to social mobilization as part of the yellow 

fever campaign.  

Yellow Fever Campaign video: https://youtu.be/f2WB2uySbVA  

Government’s efforts to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in Ghana were 

intensified as Ghana Health Service (GHS) launched a five-day COVID-19 

National Immunization Days campaign from 2nd to 5th February.  UNICEF 

joined GHS in the monitoring of the vaccine campaign.  

https://www.unicef.org/ghana/stories/debunking-covid-19-myths-

ghanas-influencers  

We continued to support the country’s access to COVID-19 vaccines 

through the procurement and transportation of vaccines through the 

COVAX facility.  In March, the President of the Republic of Ghana 

announced an easing of Covid-19 safety protocols, including removing the mandatory mask wearing, and a 

relaxing of international travel procedures. As of 31st March, the number of active cases in Ghana stood at 52.  

UNICEF continues to support government’s prevention efforts in more vulnerable and marginalized populations: 

344 district and subdistrict officers undertook 2,408 sessions monitoring and supportive supervisory visits to 

outreach sites in Ashanti Region through UNICEF support. 

 The Ambassador of Japan to Ghana hands over 
COVID-19 vaccines and Ultra-Cold Chain 
equipment to the Ghana Health Service. UNICEF 
continues to facilitate the safe and efficient 
transfer of vaccines and equipment. 

H.E. the Canadian Minister of International 
Development, his delegation, the High 
Commission of Canada and UNICEF handing over 
COVID-19 vaccines to the Ghana Health Service. 
©UNICEF/KOKOROKO 

 

Caption: A young girl in the community of 
Kojokura shows off her yellow fever vaccination 
card. ©UNICEF/BUTA 

https://youtu.be/f2WB2uySbVA
https://www.unicef.org/ghana/stories/debunking-covid-19-myths-ghanas-influencers
https://www.unicef.org/ghana/stories/debunking-covid-19-myths-ghanas-influencers
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In this quarter 900 health staff trained in maternal and newborn child 

health, infant and young child feeding, water sanitation and hygiene best 

practices as well as preventive methods for COVID-19.  With thanks to 

the Government of Japan which has donated 30 ultra-cold chain 

equipment, the vaccine cold storage system has been strengthened to 

maintain the safety and efficacy of the COVID-19 vaccine. As of 31 March 

2022, 26 out of 30 have been installed in 14 out of 16 regions.   

As part of ongoing efforts to address misinformation and rumours, 

UNICEF continued to provide the National Misinformation Taskforce with 

weekly rumours analysis and supported COVID-19 vaccine demand 

generation in a variety of ways, including through the production of the 

updated COVID-19 vaccination materials, which targeted pregnant 

women and vulnerable groups.  Jointly with the Ghana Health Service, 

the Ministry of Information, FactSpace West Africa, UNICEF invited key social media influencers to a 

sensitization workshop and discussion on how to address misinformation. 

 

Adolescents and Youth Engagement 

In January, UNICEF and Goodwall launched the first ever U-Report 

Challenge, calling on all 13.3 million U-Reporters in Africa to encourage 

vaccination. Ghana was selected as one of six countries selected to pilot 

the challenge. To improve confidence in COVID-19 vaccines, the 

#GiveitAShot challenge reached over 500,000 young people in Ghana to 

be immunized and motivate those eligible in their homes and 

communities to get vaccinated. COVID-19 information and advocacy 

messages have been packaged and were disseminated via SMS, 

Facebook Messenger, and WhatsApp. Several young people in Ghana 

who took part in the challenge were rewarded with cash prizes. 

Nutrition 

The Government of Ghana launched the nutrition scorecard nationally this 

quarter, with the support of UNICEF. The scorecard is a performance 

management, quality improvement and accountability tool. UNICEF also 

supported the national training of trainers on how to use the nutrition 

scorecard. Fifty Health workers were trained, who in turn, would cascade the 

training to the district level.  

UNICEF also engaged the media and responded to questions following the 

release of the global report on how the marketing of formula milk influences 

decisions on infant feeding.  

 

 

 

 

A young boy being fed porridge at home. 
©UNICEF/ACQUAH 

UNICEF Social and Behaviour Change Officer, 
Charity Nikoi shares benefits of vaccination with 
a community member in Ho after getting 
vaccinated. ©UNICEF/ADATSI 

A group of U-Reporters at the Ghana Institute 
of Journalism. ©UNICEF/OPOKU 
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Water Sanitation and Hygiene 

An estimated 3,600 people (including about 9,000 children) in low income, high-density urban areas in the COVID 

19 epicentres of Accra and Kumasi gained enhanced access to safe drinking water through support from 

UNICEF, in partnership with the Danish Embassy in Ghana. The construction of improved Water, Sanitation and 

Hygiene (WASH) facilities in 40 targeted schools, health facilities and other critical public spaces is in also in 

progress in these communities to enhance their resilience to public health and other humanitarian risks through 

an integrated approach to service provision. 

An estimated additional 1,200 (including 300 children) gained improved access to basic sanitation in deprived 

communities, including 5 which were certified as open-defecation free in rural areas. This was achieved with 

the support of UNICEF through a combination of behaviour change communication and appropriate financing 

approaches targeted, mainly, at deprived households in the most vulnerable parts of the country. A total of 109 

new sanitation loans were accessed by households in low-income urban areas, and on-going support is being 

provided to strengthen the technical capacity of key actors to facilitate the adoption of more durable and 

sustainable sanitation facilities at the household level, especially in rural areas. 

Minimum standards for all settings were developed as part of operational guidelines for implementing a costed 

hand hygiene for all strategy for the country. The strategy is aimed at ensuring the universal practise of hand 

hygiene in households, as well as schools, health facilities and public institutions and places by 2030. 

On the 22nd of March, Ghana marked World Water Day. As UN Resident 

Coordinator a.i, the UNICEF Representative joined partners at the 

Presbyterian “2” Basic School in Dodowa to commemorate the day, which 

was around the theme, “Groundwater - making the invisible, visible.” 

Present at the event were representatives of the Minister of Sanitation and 

Water Resources, the Member of Parliament for local Constituency and the 

Traditional Leader for Dodowa area. The UNRC’s advocacy message 

highlighted the importance of preserving the value groundwater, especially 

in the face the impacts of climate change and the needs of growing 

populations, including children.  

 

Education  

The Ministry of Education, Ghana Education Service and UNICEF trained and 

established a national cadre of 144 trainers (106 male, 38 female) to support 

preparations for the rollout of the digital literacy package across secondary 

schools. The group of trainers included ICT, Guidance and Counselling (G&C) 

and Special Education Officers, from eight regional, and 20 district education 

offices.  This effort was further facilitated by the support of 13 (9 male, 4 

female) digital literacy experts from the academia, Ministry of 

Communication, National Cyber Security Authority, the MoE/GES and 

UNICEF. National trainers also directly trained 1,666 headteachers and 

teachers within 833 Junior High Schools (JHS) across 20 districts.  

An additional 5,344 teachers gained new skills as part of school-level In-Service Teacher Training (INSET) and 

are supporting 87,574 JHS students (46,055 boys; 41,519 girls) on how to remain safe online, while contributing 

to learners’ abilities to maximize and harness positive uses of the internet for improved learning outcomes.  

Students learning on a computer in Nungua 
Secondary School. ©UNICEF/ANNANKRA 

UNICEF Representative with partners at the 
commemoration of World Water Day in Accra. 
©UNICEF/ACQUAH 
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UNICEF marked International Education Day with the students and 

teachers of the Dahin Sheli Basic and Junior Secondary School in Tamale, 

in the northern region. The Ghana Education Services, NORSAAC and 

UNFPA Ghana joined our team.  

During the field visit to the school, learning materials were provided to 

children in kindergarten to give them a good start to the semester. UNICEF 

also visited the John Wesley Methodist and Ghana Health Service Basic 

Schools to interact with children and provide school supplies. UNICEF also 

assessed the water, sanitation and hygiene facilities, and followed-up with 

key partners to ensure access to adequate facilities.  

 

 

Child Protection  

In January 2022, the Domestic Violence and Victim Support Unit 

(DOVVSU) of the Ghana Police Service inaugurated a One-Stop Centre to 

provide comprehensive services to Sexual and Gender-Based Violence 

(SGBV) survivors in Accra, Ghana. The state-of-the-art facility includes a 

child-friendly gender-based violence circuit court and a juvenile court 

supported by UNICEF. The courts have a waiting room with age-

appropriate books and toys, a testifying room for survivors, and a two-way 

CCTV camera for survivors to testify without direct contact with the 

accused in court. The Centre provides holistic multi-sectoral services and 

includes a police station, social welfare department, health clinic, shelter, 

counselling unit, investigative unit, laboratory to facilitate medical 

examination and a helpline.  

UNICEF partnered with the Department of Social Welfare (DSW) to accelerate the implementation of the 

roadmap for deinstitutionalization of children, closure of sub-standard Residential Homes for Children (RHC), 

and scale-up of the foster care program. In Quarter 1 of 2022, the DSW concluded sensitization on de-

institutionalization and foster care with staff of 17 RHCs earmarked for closure in five regions, in collaboration 

with district Departments of Social Welfare & Community Development (DSWCD).  

So far, 66 children have been identified for placement in foster care, and case records for 172 children and 

young adults profiled by DSWCDs were created on the Social Welfare Information Management System, to 

enable tracking of case plan implementation, closely monitor reintegration and case closure for each child. The 

exercise is expected to reduce the number of unlicensed residential care homes, encourage districts to build a 

pool of licensed foster parents, and improve the capacity of district social welfare officers.  

UNICEF has also supported the National Development Planning Commission (NDPC) in preparing the new 

National Medium Term Development Plan Framework 2022-2025, and the review and certification of Medium-

Term Development Plans of all Ministries, Agencies and Departments and districts to ensure inclusion of child 

protection and social protection priorities. 

 

 

UNICEF team with students and teachers of the 
Dahin Sheli Basic School in Tamale on International 
Education Day. ©UNICEF/BUTA 

The One-Stop Centre at DOVVSU of the Ghana 
Police Service. ©UNICEF/ADATSI 
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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE 

On 20th January 2022, a tragic explosion gutted the Appiate community in the Western Region and resulted in 

13 people killed, dozens injured and hundreds of children and families displaced. As Chair and Technical Advisor 

of the Inter-Agency Working Group on Emergencies, UNICEF coordinated with the National Disaster 

Management Organisation’s (NADMO) to conduct a joint rapid assessment and provide humanitarian support 

to the affected communities. Alongside other UN Agencies, UNICEF provided relief items – including temporary 

shelter (tents) medical supplies, dignity kits, personal protective equipment, and school supplies – to help 

community members recover from the disaster. 

Story: https://www.unicef.org/ghana/stories/disaster-strikes-appiate-community-children-long-return-school 

UNICEF is implementing an integrated multi-sector programme in the north of Ghana to support shock-

responsive, resilience programming, in the context of the Sahel crisis spill-over to coastal countries. The UNICEF 

team based at the UNICEF Tamale Field Office is conducting an assessment in selected vulnerable districts and 

strengthening institutions and communities in the Upper West and Upper East regions. 

 

Social Policy and Evidence 

UNICEF in collaboration with the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection and other Social Protection 

Sector Development Partners, commissioned the Livelihood Empowerment Against Poverty plus programme 

(LEAP+) Integrated Social Services (ISS) impact evaluation baseline. The objective of the evaluation was to 

assess the household and child level impacts of combining LEAP with complementary social services through 

the ISS Initiative.  

The evaluation aimed to assess the outcomes such as consumption, food security and nutrition, access to NHIS, 

health services, health seeking and morbidity, economic productive activities, education and school attendance, 

and child protection outcomes related to child marriage and domestic violence. It also sought to review the 

impact of the LEAP programme in combination with complementary services on gender dynamics and 

inclusiveness for beneficiary households and communities. 

A validation workshop was held in March 2022, which enabled the research team to share key findings from 

the preliminary report with key stakeholders. Participants discussed and identified strategic areas of 

improvement to enhance impacts of the LEAP+ISS programme. Recommendations and feedback from the 

participants are being incorporated into the final report.  

 

UNICEF Supply Officer, Pharoah Semanhyia, 
overseeing the timely procurement and transport 
of relief supplies. ©UNICEF/KOKOROKO 

UNICEF Education Officer, Chirs Nrkumah speaking 
to children in Appiate in Bogoso – Western region.  
©UNICEF/KOKOROKO 

UNICEF provided temporary shelter for community 
members of Appiate who had lost their homes after 
an explosion. ©UNICEF/KOKOROKO 

https://www.unicef.org/ghana/stories/disaster-strikes-appiate-community-children-long-return-school
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Social and Behavior Change 

Jointly with the Ministry of Information (MoI) and Ghana Health Service (GHS), UNICEF completed the online 

campaign including the promotion of a chat bot with frequently asked questions (FAQs) and locations of 

vaccination points reaching more than two million people. 

UNICEF launched a human-centered design project aimed at developing visual prompts to promote COVID-19 

vaccination and handwashing in the Ashanti region, with 40 participants in total in Accra and Kumasi and five 

CSOs testing prototypes of two murals.   

The focus of the community engagement activities in January-March were Adolescent Reproductive Health, 

COVID-19, WASH, Yellow Fever and Lead Poisoning prevention. Around 162,600 community members were 

reached through a range of channels including radio, TV, WhatsApp and field monitoring visits. More than 1,835 

people were engaged through focused group discussions, drama and interactive theater performances.  

The Agoo platform assisted 12,926 callers with information on key priorities including COVID-19. The ShePlus 

call center supported 256 young people with information on reproductive health. The Internet of Good Things 

in Ghana (zero rated web site) was launched with essential content for families and children and promoted with 

SMS to over 275,000 people. An audio mobile course was launched on the Agoo platform to coach nurses on 

how to deal with vaccine hesitant patients.  

In the Upper West Region, UNICEF continued providing technical support to GHS to transfer knowledge and 

skills to districts on the management of the Talking book program. 

 

Gender Equality 

On International Women’s Day, UNICEF supported the Ministry of Gender, 

Children and Social Protection’s to organize the national seminar "Climate 

Change: Empowering the Ghanaian Woman for a Sustainable Tomorrow" 

and engage young people. UNICEF also supported six youth advocates to 

publish blog writings and newspaper opinions highlighting the importance of 

women's empowerment and gender equality for environmental 

sustainability. Young women leading efforts in climate action were also 

profiled across UNICEF Ghana’s social media platforms. 

 

Global Disability Summit 

In February, the Governments of Ghana and Norway hosted the 2022 

Global Disability Summit. The aim was principally to build on the 

successes achieved at the first Global Disability Summit, held in 2018 and 

to further accelerate much-needed progress towards the fulfilment of the 

rights of persons with disabilities.  

According to the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 2017/2018, there are 

more than two million people living with a disability in Ghana. Of this 

number, about half a million (477, 453), representing 1.8 percent of children five years and older have disabilities.  

Staff of UNICEF in Ghana mark International 
Women’s Day. ©UNICEF/ADATSI 
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The GDS provided an opportunity to the UN in Ghana to support the 

commitment that Ghana has made to the SDG by aligning its effort in 

country with the Convention on the Rights of People with Disability.  

To mark the week, the UNICEF Representative and Chief of Education 

visited the Akropong School for the Blind and the Tetteh Ocloo School for 

the Deaf to handover first aid kits and school supplies for effective 

teaching and learning. 

 

 

 

UNICEF continues to support the Government of Ghana in strengthening systems, to improve the lives of the 

most vulnerable children, young people, and families, in close cooperation with the UN Country Team and other 

key actors. Thank you for our close partnership. 

 

Next Newsletter: April-June 2022 

To learn more about UNICEF’s work in Ghana, you can contact:  

 

Anne-Claire Dufay 
UNICEF Representative 
Ghana 
Tel: +233 55 675 1722 
Email: adufay@unicef.org 

Fiachra McAsey  
UNICEF Deputy Representative 
Ghana  
Tel: +233 55 255 8218 
Email:   fmcasey@unicef.org 

Eulette Ewart 
UNICEF Chief, Communication and Advocacy 
Ghana 
Tel: +233 24 433 4996 
Email: eewart@unicef.org  

Chief of Education, Tara O’Connell engaging 
with students of the Tetteh Ocloo School for 
the Deaf. ©UNICEF/KOKOROKO 

mailto:adufay@unicef.org
mailto:fmcasey@unicef.org
mailto:eewart@unicef.org

